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toward state g o v e r n m e n t  v i s - a - v i s  business. Le t  m e  go b a c k  
again to th e  question. Ca n  w e  ask b u s i n e s s e s  recei v i n g  ta x  
incentive to d e l a y  f or a short time t h e i r  r e c e i p t  of those 
incentives? If t h e  answer is no, on th e  other hand, then I 
b e li eve  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is m i s r e a d i n g  t h e  b u s i n e s s  community. I 
th i n k  t h e y ' r e  b o w i n g  to a p e r c e i v e d  threat. W e ' v e  he a r d  the 
th r e a t — 71,000 jobs, $15 billion. N o w  I w ill tell you, I don't 
b e li eve  71,000 jobs str i c t l y  as a resu l t  of L B  775 and the
following t a x  incen t i v e  programs. I also w ill tell yo u  I d o n ' t
b e li eve  zero jobs. I th i n k  t hat there is s o m e p l a c e  in-between. 
I think these p r o g r a m s  h ave b e e n  useful.

S P EAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR RAIKES: B u t  I don't t h i n k  w e  c a n  b e  a f r a i d  to address
them responsibly, g i v e n  our fiscal situation. M y  ne t  result of 
all this is t hat I t h i n k  the refusal to adopt this mod e r a t e  
a pproach is shortsighted. I'm as myop i c  as anybody, bu t  even to 
me this is shortsighted. If we sim p l y  h a v e  no r oom to m aneuver 
on these kinds of programs, t hen t he n e x t  t ime one comes u p  I 
d on't see ho w  that w e  will b e  able to m o v e  forward. This
p ro pos al is on e  w e  should adopt. I w o u l d  u r g e  you to v ote
against the b r a c k e t  motion. T h a n k  you.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr. S p e aker and members. I'm going to
k e e p . ..try to k e e p  it low-key, bu t  I rise to oppo s e  th e  b r acket 
motion. Th e  t h i n g  t h a t  b o t h e r s  me the m o s t  ab o u t  t his is the
attitude of business. I u n d e r s t a n d  k e e p i n g  our w o r d  and I
un d e r s t a n d  the contracts; and if I r e a l l y  felt t h a t  t hat was the 
way it w a s , I w o u l d  n o t  b e  s u p p o r t i v e . I 've b e e n  s u p p ortive of 
LB 775. The fact of the m a t t e r  is I w o u l d  v o t e  for L B  775
to m o r r o w  if it was to come back. Bu t  I w o u l d  h a v e  a caveat in
it and that w o u l d  b e  the ac c o u n t i n g  procedure. One of the
things that b o t hers me, b o t h e r s  me a b s o l u t e l y  th e  most, is the
fact if I've h e a r d  it once. I've h e a r d  it a d o z e n  times in the
last few months, well, w h y  can't y o u  guys run this state of 
Ne b r a s k a  like a busin e s s ?  A n d  t h ere's p r o b a b l y  b e e n  stronger 
language w h i c h  I w o n ' t  repeat. But b y  an d  large it is, run that 
like a business; yo u  should be r u n n i n g  st a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  like a


